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sheep, and the fleeces therefore contain all the natural
secretions which are present on the outside of the fibres
during life, as well as the whole of the yolk or suint
within the individual fibres, and all the dust, sand; and
earth which have adhered to the fleece during life.

The surplus lubricants keep the wool in the best
possible condition during transit, and if the dirt and
extraneous grease are removed in such a way that none
of the internal constituents of the fibre are extracted in
the process, the wool will reach the top with the maxi-
mum amount of suppleness and nature.    To attain this
object the temperature of the water and the amounts
of soap and alkali must be kept as low as possible
during washing.    To avoid the use of strong reagents
plenty   of  water is   necessary.   Bowls  43   feet  long,
holding as much as 1>500 gallons, have been found to
answer   very  well.    Where large  lots   of  greasy   are
washed alone the suds from the lowest bowl extract
such a large proportion of suint that some firms treat
the liquor separately and recover from it considerable
quantities of oil and potash.   Where there are such
installations different methods are adopted to get the
greatest amount of wool grease in the smallest possible
quantity of water.    The most usual method is a series
of hoppers or tanks with perforated bottoms, so arranged
on wheels and lines that they can be run in turns over
a tank, the water from which is pumped up and allowed
to fall in a heavy rain on to wool which is tightly packed
into them.    After about twenty minutes of this treat-
ment almost all the grease and a fair proportion of the
dirt  have  been  extracted without the use  of  soap,
alkali, or heat.    The hopper is run away to the first
bowl, and the wool cannot only be more easily washed,
but there will be less soap, alkali, and heat applied,
and   the   finished   article  will   consequently   handle
better.

